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The Islamic World Heritage Committee (IWHC) held its 11" meeting on
18 December 2023 at the kind invitation of H.E. Dr. Salim M. AlMalik,
Director-General of the Islamic World Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (ICESCO).

The Meeting saw the participation of twelve (12) representatives from
the (14) Member States, who were designated members of the Islamic
World Heritage Committee during the 12" Conference of Culture
Ministers in the Islamic world, held in Doha on 25-26 September 2023,

The Member States’ representatives in the Committee took part in this
meeting and addressed the following items on the agenda:

- Presentation of the draft agenda of the 11th session of the Islamic
World Heritage Committee;

- Election and accreditation of the new Bureau members;

- Presentation of the activity report of the Islamic World Heritage
Center;

- Presentation of the strategy program to combat trafficking in
cultural heritage property;

- Presentation of the living human treasures program;

- Presentation of ICESCO guides for the protection, safeguarding and
preservation of the heritage of the Islamic world;

- Presentation of the Project of “Preserving the Minarets of the
Islamic World and Preparing a Nomination files for their Inscription
on the Heritage List”;

- Study of the cultural properties’ inscription files on the tentative
list;

- Study of the cultural properties and elements inscription files on
the Islamic World Heritage List.

! Annex 1: attendance list of the Member States representatives who took part in the
11th session of the Committee
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During the opening session, Dr. Mohamed Zinelabidine, Head of Culture and
Communication Sector, welcomed the Committee Members, expressed his
gratitude, and wished success for the meeting of H.E. Dr. AlMalik, ICESCO
Director-General. He then highlighted the key role of the IWHC in safeguarding the
historical, civilizational and natural landmarks as well as the intangible elements
of cultural heritage in the Islamic world.

In addition, he presented the achievements of the Culture and Communication
Sector and ICESCO’s new vision in this field, noting the dynamic and renewed nature
that characterizes the cultural identity in the Islamic world, as well as the need to
preserve the richness and cultural diversity of each Member State.

Thereafter, Dr. Zinelabidine presented the agenda of the meeting as follows:

Presentation of the draft agenda of the 11*" session of the Islamic World
HeritageCommittee;

Election and accreditation of the new Bureau members;
Presentation of the activity report of the Islamic World Heritage Center;

Presentation of the strategy program to combat trafficking in cultural
heritage property;

Presentation of the living human treasures program;

Presentation of ICESCO guides for the protection, safeguarding and
preservation of the heritage of the Islamic world;

Presentation of the Project of “Preserving the Minarets of the Islamic
World and Preparing a Nomination files for their Inscription on the
Heritage List”;

Study of the cultural properties’ inscription files on the tentative list;

Study of the cultural properties and elements inscription files on the
Islamic World Heritage List.

Having approved the Agenda and Programme of the Meeting, the Committee’s
members adopted its new Rules of Procedure and composed its Bureau. Given that
the Islamic World Heritage Center received only one nomination from the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia for the Committee Chair position, its representative was elected by



acclamation and the other two Bureau members were elected by consensus for a
period of three (3) years. Thus, the members of the new Bureau are as follows:

Chair:

Eng. Mohammad Alaidaroos, Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia;
Vice-Chair:

Dr. Fadi Balaawi, Representative of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan;

Rapporteur:
Ms. Ndeye Khady Diouf, Representative of the Republic of Senegal.

After composing the new Bureau, the IWHC Chair, Eng. Mohammad Alaidaroos,
new president of the Committee, thanked ICESCO for its efforts to safeguard the
heritage of the Islamic World, as well as the Committee Secretariat and members
for their keenness to hold this meeting, and for the quality of the documents
submitted for the consideration of the Committee members during the 11" session
of the Committee.

Over one full day, the Committee discussed and adopted the items on its Agenda to
issue the following decisions:

Decision No. 1: Activity Report of the Center of Heritage in the Islamic
World 2023:

ICESCO’s General Directorate made a presentation in this regard;

The Committee adopted the Activity Report, taking account of the observations made
by the Committee Members;

The Committee called on the General Secretariat to disseminate the Activity Report to
the Member States to highlight the role of the Center of Heritage in the Islamic World.

Decision No. 2: Presentation on the Strategy to Combat Illicit
Trafficking of Cultural Heritage:

ICESCO’s General Directorate made a presentation in this regard;

The Committee adopted the annexed document, taking into account the
observations made by the Committee Members;

The Committee called on the Member States to join the efforts of ICESCO to
combat illicit trafficking of cultural property.

)ﬁ'hl
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Decision No. 3: Presentation on the Living Human Treasures Program:

ICESCO’s General Directorate made a presentation in this regard;

The Committee adopted the annexed document, taking into consideration the
Committee Members’ observations to be integrated into the final document;

The Committee called on the Member States to promote the Organization’s
vision in order to highlight the contributions of certain holders of knowledge,

know-how, and skills from the Islamic world;

Decision No. 4:
Presentation on ICESCO’s Guides for Protecting, Preserving and
Promoting the Islamic World Heritage:

ICESCO’s General Directorate made a presentation in this regard;

The Committee expressed its appreciation for the quality of the documents
which cover the various international normative instruments relating to the
protection, safeguarding and enhancement of cultural property and elements;

The Committee called upon ICESCO’s General Directorate to disseminate the
Organization’s guides to the Member States and organize training workshops on
the use of these guides for the benefit of heritage specialists;

The Committee called on the Member States to cooperate with ICESCO to

integrate these guides into their relevant heritage policies.

Decision No. 5: Presentation on the Project of Preserving the Minarets
of the Islamic World and Preparing a Nomination File for their
Inscription on the Heritage List:

ICESCO’s General Directorate made a presentation in this regard;

It has been agreed to include this project in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s
Program on Hajj Routes to and from Makkah and historical mosques, explore
the ways to inscribe this element on the Islamic World Heritage List and the
World Heritage List.



Decision No. 6: Periodic Review of the Inscription Process on the
Islamic World Heritage List and the Committee’s Role in Promoting the
Cultural Heritage of the Islamic World:

1- Recalling the need for a periodic review of the inscription process on the Isla-
mic World Heritage List to ensure a balanced and credible list;

2- Taking into consideration the following procedures during the review of the
inscription process:

Ensuring autonomy and harmony during the nomination process;

Taking into account the set criteria and adopting a scientific-based assessment
approach;

Simplifying the nomination files by optimizing their length and content;
Consolidating the processes pertaining to the preparation of the Tentative List;

Taking practical measures to support the Member States with files on the
Tentative List pending assessment;

Ensuring that nomination files are drafted by competent parties in charge of
preserving heritage in the Member States.
3- Calling upon the General Secretariat to devise suggestions that would ensure
the implementation of the above procedures.

Decision No. 7: Inscription of New Heritage Sites and Cultural Elements
on the Tentative List of Heritage in the Islamic World:

ICESCO’s General Directorate made a presentation in this regard;

The Committee approved the inscription of seventy-two (72) heritage, historical,
and natural sites, and cultural elements on the Tentative List? of Heritage in the
Islamic World;

The Committee called uponthe GeneralSecretariattoreach outtothe Member States
concernedwiththisdecisiontocompletetheirfilesatthe earliestconvenience.

2 Annex 2: list of properties inscribed on the Tentative List of Islamic World Heritage
2 Annex 3: list of elements and properties inscribed on the Final List of Islamic World Heritage
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Decision No. 8: Inscription of Heritage Sites and Cultural Elements on
the Final List of Heritage in the Islamic World:

After following the presentation of the ICESCO Directorate-General, the
Committee approved two hundred and twelve 2123 properties and elements on
the List of the Heritage of the Islamic World, distributed as follows:

Thirty-four 34 culturalelements, i.e.fourteen (14)files evaluated and 20 elements
fromthe Representative List of Humanity;

One hundred and six (106) properties inscribed, i.e. 36 files evaluated and 70 files
from the World Heritage List

The Committee stressed the need to consider the observations of the Committee
and the external experts, who assessed the submitted files;

The Committeerecommends contactingthe Member States concerned to complete
their nomination files taking into consideration the modifications suggested and
additions requested by the assessors according to the annexed file;

The Committee called upon the General Secretariat to reach out to Member
States concerned with this decision to promote, restore, and enhance the
inscribed sites and monuments at the national and international levels, with a
view to developing activities generating income.

Decision No. 9: Proposal to Adopt the Amendment to the Rules of
Procedure of the Islamic World Heritage Committee:
ICESCO’s General Directorate made a presentation in this regard;

The Committee adopted the proposals of the General Secretariat and called for
applying the new Rules of procedure;

The Committee called uponthe General Secretariatto reconsider the nomination
filesassessmentprocess.




Decision No. 10: Forming a specialized work team to operate within the
Open-ended Working Group on World Heritage

Consideringthe proposal of the representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on
involvement in the international efforts to promote the status of Islamic world
heritage on the world lists and giving it the value, it deserves on international
lists;

The Committee agreed to form a sub-committee composed of: Morocco, Benin,
Kazakhstan, Oman, Senegal, Qatar, Azerbaijan

Calling upon the General Directorate to network the representatives of these
countries to hold periodic coordination meetings.
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After analyzing the items on the agenda, observations and approval of ICESCO
initiatives, the IWHC issued the following recommendations:

Recommendation No. 1: Calling upon the General Secretariat to dedicate

a number of programs to raise the awareness of students and youth of the
importance of cultural heritage in the Islamic world;

Recommendation No. 2: Calling upon the General Secretariat to hold

intensive training workshops for workers in heritage sites and museums in
the Member States;

Recommendation No. 3: Calling upon Member States to submit more files on
heritage sites and intangible cultural heritage for inscription on the Islamic
World Heritage List;

Recommendation No. 4: Entrusting the General Secretariat with preparing
and updating a strategy to publicize heritage sites and cultural elements,
inscribed on the Final List of Heritage in the Islamic World, through the use
of alternative means and modern technologies to enrich the heritage portal
of the Islamic world.

Recommendation No. 5: Forming a work team from among the Committee
members, notably the representatives of Morocco, Benin, Kazakhstan, Oman,
Senegal, Qatar and Azerbaijan to oversee the Program of Hajj Routes and
Historical Mosques, and contribute effectively to its various implementation
phases; Calling on the General Directorate to ensure networking among
representatives of these countries for the holding of periodic coordination
meetings;

Recommendation No. 6: Commending ICESCO’s initiative on green
transformation and its initiative on the development of a mechanism for
monitoring and addressing the impacts of climate change as well as the
natural and human disasters on heritage.



At the close of the meeting, the IWHC expressed its gratitude and appreciation to
H.E. Dr. Salim M. AlMalik, ICESCO Director-General, for his keenness to hold this
meeting. The Committee also thanked Dr. Mohamed Zinelabidine, Head of Culture
and Communication Sector, for his availability, along with all experts from the
Islamic World Heritage Center for the quality of the documents and the relevance
of the projects submitted to them. The Committee encouraged ICESCO to continue
this commendable effort to preserve, safeguard, and promote heritage, to initiate
programs aimed at enhancing the cultural diversity of the Islamic world, and to
maintain the regularity of the meetings of the Islamic World Heritage Committee.

Annex 1: attendance list of the Member States representatives who took
partin the 11" session of the Islamic World Heritage Committee

Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Eng. Mohammad Alaidaroos

Representative of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan:
Dr. Fadi Abedallah Yousef Balaawi

Representative of the State of Qatar: Mr. Abduaziz Ahmed Ya Al-Mutawaah
Representative of the Sultanate of Oman: Ms. AlMamari Ibtisam Abdoullah Ali
Representative of the Kingdom of Morocco: Dr. Moustapha Jlok
Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan: Mr. Smagulov Assemkan
Representative of Burkina Faso: Mr. Niangao Bely Herman Abdoul-Karim
Representative of Brunei Darussalam: Dk Amal Haziqah Binti PgHj Abd Mobeen
Representative of the Gabonese Republic: Mr. Djembi Adrien

Representative of the Republic of Senegal: Ms. Diouf Ndeye Khady
Representative of the Republic of Benin: Mr. Akogni Paul

Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan: Mr. Bayramov Rizvan Mustaphaa
Glu Rizvan
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Annex 2: List of properties inscribed on the Tentative List of Islamic
World Heritage
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https://whc.unesco.org/fr/listesindicatives/5963/
https://whc.unesco.org/fr/listesindicatives/5964/
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Annex 3: List of elements and properties inscribed on the Final List of

Islamic World Heritage
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List of sites and elements Inscribed on the World Heritage List and inscribed
on the Heritage List in the Islamic World at the request of Member States 2023
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List of sites and elements inscribed on the World Heritage Lists that were
included in December 2023 by decision of the Heritage Committee of the Islamic

World
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